
                                         Christ- the Word of God

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God” (John 1:1). What is “the Word of God” and why is Christ called “the Word of God”? In the 
modern languages a word is a construction of sounds or letters that conveys a specific meaning. 
In the Old Testament the “word of God was more than a “spoken word”. The word of God was 
the manifestation of God’s presence. ”So is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not 
return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent 
it” (Isaiah 55:11). The word of God has creative power. “By the word of the Lord the heavens 
were made” (Psalm 33:6). The word of God could become an instrument of judgement through 
the mouths of the prophets and can even challenge the prophet himself: “So the word of the Lord 
has brought me insult and reproach all day long. But if I say, ‘I will not mention his word or 
speak anymore in his name’, his word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones. I am 
weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot” (Jeremiah 20,8-9). The word of God could also become 
an instrument of healing: “He sent out his word and healed them, and delivered them from their 
destruction” (Psalm 107:20).

The Old Testament God is a God Who reveals Himself and speaks to the human being 
whom He created. He is in a permanent communication and interaction with the world that He 
created. At some point in time though God ceased to speak through the prophets and He chose to 
reveal Himself in a special and unique way. “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God 
spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son. Whom 
he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world” (Hebrews 1:3).

The revelation brought by Jesus Christ is different. The prophets were just mediators or 
vehicles of the divine message and presence. Jesus Christ represents both the Message and the 
Messenger in the most complete way. He is the self-communicating divine presence. He is both 
the Revelation and the source of Revelation: “…and the Word was God… and the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among men” (John 1:1,14). Human beings can no longer separate the divine 
message from the Divine Messenger. Jesus Christ speaks the divine message but He is also the 
most complete embodiment of the divine presence. The Greek term that Saint John the 
Evangelist is using when he speaks of Christ as The Word is Logos. The Greek term Logos has a 
very broad variety of meanings. It could mean spoken word, speech, rationality, sense, 
meaning, rational principle. When Logos is used of Jesus Christ it refers to the rational 
principle or the reason/meaning/purpose behind every existing thing. Christ as the Logos is the 
One that brought everything into existence: “Through Him all things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been made” (John 1). He is the active agent that directs every single 
thing towards its purpose. He is the life-giving force that gives meaning and enlightens everyone 



who comes into this world. “In Him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind” (John 1).  
Jesus Christ has a claim on the entire creation even though He was and He still is rejected by 
those whom He created. ”He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him, the 
world did not recognize Him. He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive 
Him” (John 1;10). Yet those who believe in the Word and in His incarnation receive divine 
adoption and eternal life: “Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God— children born not of natural descent, nor of human 
decision or a husband’s will, but born of God” (John 1:12-13).
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