
                              “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness…” 
                                                               (Matthew 6:33)

We live in an incredibly vast universe. It takes light travelling at the speed of three 
hundred thousand km per second to get from one side of the galaxy to the other. At that speed the 
distance that light travels in one year is equivalent to ten trillion kilometres. Our galaxy is just 
one of the twelve billion galaxies that make up the observable universe. It makes one’s head spin 
to think about such enormity. Our tiny blue planet is to our galaxy what a microscopic particle of 
sand is to the Sahara dessert. If we were to measure the entire history of human existence against 
the universal timespan, our history would be no more than the blink of an eye. The vastness of 
our universe makes one wonder if there is any meaning and purpose to humankind’s destiny. 

If there is meaning and purpose to our existence, where can we find it? The spirit of 
materialism, which dominates our times, pushes us to believe that this earthly life is the ultimate 
reality. A French philosopher once said, “The greatest trick of the devil is to make us think that he 
doesn’t exist.” I would also add that the second greatest trick that the devil played on us - 
especially in this modern world - is to make us believe that there is neither heaven nor hell; and 
that there is no accountability of any kind. The tempter keeps whispering to us: “All you have is 
the here and now. There is no after-life and there is no eternity. Live for the moment. Life is short. 
Make sure you experience everything to the fullest.” It’s very easy to fall prey to this type of 
thinking. Saint Paul warns us that our main battle in this life is spiritual. “For we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.” (Ephesians 
6:12)

The following words of Our Lord are a great wake-up call: “For what will it profit a man 
if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?” (Mark 8:36). Worldly comfort, money, 
career will all have an end. These things will be of little use to the one who has betrayed their 
Creator; who has forfeited his soul; and has completely neglected their eternal destiny and 
purpose. "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. 
Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’” (Luke 12:20). 

All worldly life possessions, including our precious earthly life, could be lost in the blink 
of an eye. But nothing and no one will be able to take away from us our faith and our life in 
Christ. These have eternal value and permanence. Saint Paul writes, “And I am convinced that 
nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can 
separate us from God’s love. No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing 



in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ 
Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:31-39).
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