
 

 

                  November 2021             “The Kingdom of God is at Hand” 

 

 “After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 

God.  “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and believe the good 

news!” (Matthew 4:7). The theme of the Kingdom of God occupies a central place in Christ’s 

teachings. What represents a stumbling block to many people is Christ’s claim that the kingdom 

of God has actually arrived. If the kingdom of God has come in Christ how do we explain the 

present state of the world? How can we reconcile the harmony and bliss of God’s kingdom with 

the evils and sufferings of the present world? 

The Kingdom of God begins with the person and activity of the incarnate Christ but its 

establishment and final fulfillment is a longer process. Christ compares the kingdom with a 

mustard seed. The kingdom is in a growing process. It is a process that has its beginning in time 

and it will continue for eternity. The reality of the kingdom is manifested in both the present and 

the future. In our minds there is always a tension between the contingent history and the eternity 

of God. In the Incarnation we can see the convergent point which brings together created and 

uncreated, time and eternity, heavenly and earthly. “But when the fullness of time had come, God 

sent forth his Son…”(Galatians 4:4).  “The fullness of time had come” not because time has run 

its course but because Christ Himself is the fullness of time. There can be no other revelation 

more complete than God’s incarnation. The “kingdom of God is at hand” because Christ is the 

absolute manifestation of God. It is because in Christ we do meet God Himself and we 

experience His love and grace. Despite all the sufferings, limitations and anxieties that we 

experience in this mortal life, our life in Christ is meant to help us transcend the transitoriness of 

the human condition and to give us the foretaste of eternity.  

            Based on its composite nature (body and soul) the human being has access to both history 

and trans-history to earthly realities and spiritual realities, to temporality and eternity…. “I know 

a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven. Whether it was in the 

body or out of the body I do not know—God knows. And I know that this man—whether in the 

body or apart from the body I do not know, but God knows was caught up to paradise and heard 

inexpressible things, things that no one is permitted to tell” (2 Corinthians 12:2-3). 

 The kingdom of God is not a simple metaphor but it is an experience of God’s eternal 

realities within time. The kingdom of God is not in a distant and otherworldly dimension. The 

distance between us and the kingdom of God is not spatial but an experiential one.“ The kingdom 

of God is within you” (Luke 17:21).  This distance between us and the kingdom is not created by 

any physical borders but by our lack of genuine engagement in the spiritual and sacramental life 

of the Church. We are all called to experience the Kingdom of God in Jesus Christ. His kingdom 

is at hand for everyone who makes the effort to be and live in Him! 

With love in Christ 
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